208   THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE
did their  shepherding,  in  that powerful
and subtle language of his which I some-
times think more full of youthful energy
than even the language of the great play-
wrights.    He is  "sure it  is yet  a  most
beautiful and sweet country as any under
heaven," and that all would prosper but
for those agitators, " those wandering com-
panies that keep the wood," and he would
rid it of them by a  certain expeditious
way.   There should be four great garrisons.
" And those fowre garrisons issuing foorthe,
at such convenient times as they shall have
intelligence or espiall upon the  enemye,
will so drive him from one side to another
and  tennis him amongst  them,   that  he
shall finde nowhere safe to keepe his creete,
or hide himselfe, but flying from the fire
shall fall into the water, and out of one
daunger into another, that in short space
his creete. which is his moste sustenence,
shal|  be wasted in preying,  or killed in
driving, or starved for wante of pasture
in the woodes, and he himselfe  brought
soe lowe, that he shall have no harte nor
abilitye to indure his wretchednesse, the
which will surely come to passe in very
short space ; for one winters well following